
 
Cancer Type CPT* Clinical Indications 

PET/CT w/F-18 PSMA Pylarify  78815 
A9595 

Covered for initial staging and restaging 
prostate cancer.  

*Please order CPT code (78815) for PET skull base to midthigh (although our PSMA patient protocol will be vertex to 
midthigh which falls under the same CPT code usage).  
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Your appointment is scheduled on ______________________________________ at ______________ am / pm. 

Please arrive 15 minutes before the appointment. Plan on being here approximately 1 to 2 hours. 

1. Do not exercise 24 hours prior to your scan 

2. Do not eat carbohydrates such as bread, rice, potatoes, or pasta with your last meal. 

3. Do not eat anything for 4 hours before your appointment. No chewing gum, breath mints, cough drops, 
cough syrup, coffee, or tea. 

4. Do not smoke e-cigarettes 4 hours before your appointment. 

5. Do not drink any flavored or sweetened water such as vitamin water, propel, etc.

6. Do not bring children or pregnant women with you due to risk of radiation exposure. 

7. Do drink as much clear water as you like; at least 3 glasses are recommended on  the day of your exam. 

8. Do take other prescribed medications on the day of your appointment unless other wise instructed by 
your doctor. If you routinely take medication for pain or anxiety, please bring the medication with you. 

9. Do wear warm comfortable clothing such as sweats or a jogging suit with no metal. Gowns are 
available if needed. 

10. Do remember to bring a picture ID and insurance cards.  

11. Do allow 2-3 hours for the entire process (check in to exiting facility). 

12. If you are diabetic, stop! Please call our office for special instructions. 

13. Do tell us if you are incontinent. 

14. Do tell us if you are a known difficult IV start – you will need to arrive an extra 15 min early. 

15. Do bring your favorite music (and headphones to listen with) to pass time. 

Exam results will be sent to the referring Doctor. 

Please contact us if you have any questions at 415-578-6922

Your Appointment

SNMMI AUC Factsheet for  
Prostate-Specific Membrane Antigen Imaging 

 
 

 
AUC INTRODUCTION 
Nuclear medicine imaging studies are essential for the 
diagnosis and management of many diseases. The 
ready availability of medical imaging studies in 
conjunction with concerns about missed diagnoses has, 
at times, resulted in inappropriate use and overuse of 
all medical imaging technology, including nuclear 
imaging. The overuse may have resulted in an 
unnecessary financial burden on the health-care 
system and in some cases unnecessary exposure to 
ionizing radiation. Overuse and inconsistent use of 
imaging procedures has prompted a push for multi-
stakeholder consensus documents outlining the most 
appropriate and cost-effective use of advanced medical 
imaging studies.  
 It is hoped that this document, developed by 
medical experts knowledgeable in the appropriate use 
of prostate-specific membrane antigen (PSMA) 
imaging, will improve healthcare outcomes for the 
intended patient population while helping to decrease 
unnecessary imaging costs. 
   The purpose of this document is to describe the 
appropriate use criteria (AUC) of prostate-specific 

membrane antigen (PSMA) imaging for prostate 
cancer. This document is presented to assist health-
care practitioners considering PSMA imaging; however, 
each patient is unique, as is each clinical presentation, 
and therefore this document cannot replace clinical 
judgment. 

 
CLINICAL SCENARIOS FOR PSMA IMAGING 
IN PROSTATE CANCER 
The use of radiopharmaceuticals that target the PSMA 
is based on growing scientific evidence that supports 
their favorable imaging performance.  
 Two PSMA-targeted imaging agents (18F-
DCFPyL and 68Ga-PSMA-11) are currently approved 
by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, and 
numerous others are being evaluated in clinical trials. 
Though there may be small differences between each 
radiopharmaceutical, there is no evidence to date that 
their diagnostic performance differ. For the purpose of 
this AUC document, all PSMA PET radiotracers are 
treated as equivalent and are referred to as a class. 
       

Clinical Scenarios for Prostate Cancer 

Scenario 
# Description Appropriateness Score 

1 
Patients with suspected prostate cancer (e.g., high/rising PSA levels, abnormal 
digital rectal examination results) evaluated for targeted biopsy and detection 
of intraprostatic tumor 

Rarely Appropriate 3 

2 Patients with very low, low, and favorable intermediate-risk prostate cancer Rarely Appropriate 2 
3 Newly diagnosed unfavorable intermediate, high-risk, or very high-risk prostate 

cancer Appropriate 8 

4 
Newly diagnosed unfavorable intermediate, high-risk, or very high-risk prostate 
cancer with negative/equivocal or oligometastatic disease on conventional 
imaging 

Appropriate 8 

5 Newly diagnosed prostate cancer with widespread metastatic disease on 
conventional imaging May be Appropriate 4 

6 PSA persistence or PSA rise from undetectable level after radical 
prostatectomy Appropriate 9 

7 PSA rise above nadir after definitive radiotherapy Appropriate 9 
8 PSA rise after focal therapy of the primary tumor May be Appropriate 5 
9 nmCRPC (M0) on conventional imaging Appropriate 7 
10 Post-treatment PSA rise in the mCRPC setting May be Appropriate 6 
11 Evaluation of response to therapy May be Appropriate 5 

 
 
 

 PYLARIFY® CODING AND BILLING GUIDE       |      PYLARIFY® Reimbursement Hotline: 844-339-8514

Oncologic PET/CT imaging for Medicare may be billed using either the PI or PS modifier. The PS modifier is 
appropriate for PET/CT imaging of recurrent prostate cancer since recurrence occurs after the completion of 
initial treatment. The PI modifier is used to inform the initial treatment strategy of tumors that are biopsy proven 
or strongly suspected of being cancerous based on other diagnostic tests. 

Diagnosis coding is at the provider’s discretion. Providers should select the ICD-10 code(s) that most 
appropriately describes the patient’s clinical condition, symptoms, and documented findings. Examples include:

Providers are encouraged to check with specific payer and/or health plan since coverage criteria and diagnosis may vary. 

Note: ICD-10 code Z85.46 (Personal history of malignant neoplasm of prostate) is not su!cient and 
must be accompanied by C61 or R97.21

MODIFIERS WITH PET IMAGING

ICD-10 Coding Associated With PET/CT Imaging in the Diagnosis 
and Management of Prostate Cancer

2022 ICD-10 Coding Guidelines Associated with PET/CT Scans of the Prostate

3

Code Description

C61 Malignant neoplasm of prostate

C79.82 Secondary malignant neoplasm of genital organs must be billed accompanied by C61

Z19.1 Hormone sensitive malignancy

Z19.2 Hormone resistant malignancy 

Z85.46 Personal history of malignant neoplasm of prostate 

R97.21 Rising PSA following treatment for malignant neoplasm of prostate 

For important risk and use information about PYLARIFY® Injection, please see  
Important Safety Information on page 6 and Full Prescribing Information on pages 7-8.
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24 hours prior to your appointment
1. No vigorous exercise for the 24 hours leading 

up to your appointment.

2. Meals the evening before your appointment 
should be low in carbohydrate and high  
in protein. 

6 hours prior to your appointment
1. You may not have anything to eat or drink 

(except water) for 6 hours before the scan.

2. You may take your regular medications with 
water. If your medications must be taken with 
food, contact your regular doctor about whether 
you should skip the medication, take it without 
food, or take it later in the day.

3. Do not take anything by mouth that contains 
sugar. This includes gum, mints, candy, crackers, 
soft drinks, juice, lozenges, cough syrup, etc.

4. If your are diabetic, it is recommended  
that you have a light high-protein breakfast  
(no sweets, sugar, or caffeine) along with  
your regular dose of diabetic drug (insulin, 
glucophage, etc.) 6 hours prior to your 
appointment time. If your exam is in the 
morning, continue fasting from overnight and 
do not take your diabetes medication. If you are 
a very brittle diabetic or have problems with 
hypoglycemia, contact our office prior to 
scheduling your appointment. For all diabetics, 
the blood sugar level needs to be under 200 for 
the exam to be accurate.

1 hour prior to your appointment
1. Drink 24 oz of water unless your doctor has 

instructed you to be on fluid restriction.

2. Wear comfortable clothing without metal 
zippers or clasps (such as sweatpants/
sweatshirts). Dress to keep yourself warm.

3. Bring your insurance information and copies  
of any prior CT, MRI, or PET scans that you  
may have had outside of MarinHealth PET/CT 
Imaging.

15 minutes prior to your appointment
Please arrive for your scan 15 minutes prior to your 
appointment time. It is important for you to arrive 
in time to receive a time-sensitive injection of 
radiotracer. If you are late or miss your appointment, 
your dose becomes unusable.

During the examination
After the injection, you must remain quiet for 60 
minutes. During this period, no reading or talking is 
allowed. You may listen to music quietly on a 
portable device (such as an iPod or cell phone). 
After the 60-minute uptake period, you will have 
the PET/CT scan, which takes 30-45 minutes. Your 
total appointment time will be 1.5 to 2 hours.

After the examination
You may resume your normal diet and activities. 
Although the scan involves injection of a radioactive 
substance, which will lead to radiation exposure for 
persons in your vicinity, the amount of radiation 
coming from you following the scan is low. You can 
carry out all routine activities, but consider limiting 
contact with pregnant women and children until the 
following day.

Please contact us at 1-415-578-6922 if you 
have any questions.

PET/CT Patient Preparation Instructions


